CHAPTER LEADER NEWS

Building relationships between chapter and district leaders

May 15, 2026
TEST YOUR EVERGREEN KNOWLEDGE

Who is headlining Harmony College Northwest next month? Do you know
the answer without looking at HarmonyCollege.net?

NEWFANGLED FOUR DOUBLE DATE THE FOUR TIMS

REMINDER: HOW TO USE THIS EMAIL

- Chapter Leader News is emailed to 282 chapter leaders listed in the BHS
Member Center.

- Please forward to others in your chapter.

- Make sure your chapter information is up to date in the BHS Member
Center.

- Have questions, suggestions, comments, or ideas? Contact District Board
members.

What's in this newsletter: (listed in order)
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MONTHLY CHAPTER TASKS

Your monthly chapter duties for May:

» Receive the report from the Annual Financial Review Committee, post a copy
for membership to review, give a copy to the Chapter Secretary for the
record, and review with the Treasurer. (Pres)

* Receive from the Treasurer a copy of the acknowledgement of the Federally
Required Forms (ie, IRS 900-N E-Postcard filing, other IRS 900 Return, or
CRA required forms). (Pres)

» Receive a copy of the Annual Financial Review. Post to your Chapter Profile
in the BHS Member Center (Compliance Filings and Reports), and file in the
chapter's official record. Keep for a minimum of seven years. (Sec)

o File IRS or CRA required forms by May 15th. Provide a copy to the President
and Secretary. (Treas)

¢ Review with the President the Annual Financial Review. (Treas)

For more information, visit the chapter leaders section of the EVG website.

WE'RE HERE TO HELP - SID BROWN
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~ Chapter Presidents, you don't have to figure everything out
on your own. That's what your EVG leadership team is for.

Your Division Vice President is your go-to resource for
questions, concerns, or a little encouragement. They know
your region, they've faced similar challenges, and they
genuinely want to help. If you need to go further, reach out
directly to the District President. No issue is too small, and
no question is out of bounds.

Whether it's membership, finances, contest prep, show planning, or officer
transitions — we've seen it, and we can help.

The only wrong move is staying silent when support is available.

Find your Division VP and all District Leader contact information on the District
website. Reach out anytime. We are honored to serve you.

In harmony,

Sid Brown, EVG District President

HAVING MORE FUN - BILL HICKMAN

Past presidents, what have you done this month? Last
month | suggested that you ask your chapter president a
series of questions. If you followed my advice, you probably
had an interesting conversation.

This month | want to suggest you ask yourself a couple of
questions. Is singing in your chapter still fun? Remember
what it felt like when you first joined? The excitement and
anticipation you felt going to rehearsal? Wasn'’t that fun?

Now ask yourself if you are still having fun. If not, ask yourself why. Pause for a
moment and really consider that. If yes - GREAT! If not, why not?

Remember the key question from last month - What can I do to help
you? Now can be the time to change the question to - How can we have more
fun? With your experience, you just might have an answer.

| am at your service. -Bill
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THE TAXMAN COMETH - LARRY BREITBARTH

Ben Franklin said that nothing is certain except death and
taxes. As District Treasurer, | cannot help you avoid your
inevitable demise. However, | can help with your tax
compliance. Each chapter is required to submit an annual
tax filing to the IRS. For chapters with gross receipts less
than $50,000, there is a simple filing requirement — the
990N or “postcard,” where the chapter is confirming that it
doesn’t need to file a Form 990. For chapters with more
than $50,000 in gross receipts, a 990 form must be filed.

Types of the Form 990

990N 990 Full 990 Full

990EZ

Gross Receipts ¢ $200,000 = Gross  Private foundations

Gross Receipts < $200,000 Receipts file this form
$50,000 Total Assets ¢ $500,000 = Total regardless of

$500,000 Assets financial standing

Returns are due May 15 and can be extended to November 15. Note that for
chapters with multiple choruses, the activity of each chorus — revenues and
expenses - needs to be consolidated at the chapter level.

Occasionally, chapters fall out of compliance and fail to file. This may happen
when there is a change in the Treasurer. If a chapter doesn’t file with the IRS for
three consecutive years, it may receive the “death penalty,” the IRS revokes
their 501c(3)nonprofit status. A chapter’s nonprofit status can be reinstated, but
it is an arduous process.

As District Treasurer, I'm available to answer your questions about these tax
filing requirements. Chapter Treasurers and Presidents should meet at least
once a year to confirm that the chapter is complying. If your chapter is out of
compliance, contact me for help to get back on track.

MEMBERSHIP GOALS - BOB THOMAS
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| would like to recommend that all chapter leaders check out
Tom Metzger on LinkedIn. He has published a number of
articles on a variety of topics regarding Smart Choir
Leadership. You know he has the experience. So please
check it out.

We are one-third through the year. How are you doing on
your financial, membership and other chorus goals?

Don’t wait until the end of the year to determine if you were successful or not.
Check your progress along the way. You may need to make adjustments to your
plan.

Lastly, we are just about through the Division convention cycle for Evergreen. If
you have not or will not participate in 2026, please start planning for 2027. The
convention is much more than just contest scores. You get high-

quality coaching. Your members get to interact with other barbershoppers.
Enjoying singing tags, sharing best practices, and working on common
challenges. Let your members experience the brotherhood and camaraderie of
Evergreen, beyond their local community.

Bob Thomas, EVG Director of Chapter Development

MONTHLY TASKS - ERIC FEDERKEIL

Hello everyone, and a belated "May the fourth be with
you!" It is already the fifth month of the year, and we are all
getting excited about spring shows. That is the fun part of
our hobby, but we also need to take care of the business
side.

If you reference the Evergreen District website, you will find
a ton of information. Among this information is a monthly list
of tasks to be completed.

This list can be accessed from the home page by looking for the “Quick Click
Website Guide” and then clicking on item 12, “Chapter Monthly Tasks.” From
there, click on “Chapters are Businesses.” Pages 2 and 3 of this document list
the tasks to be addressed on a monthly basis.

If your chapter is anything like mine, there is an individual who has been doing
these tasks for a long time. No problem! But, if you need help with any of these
things, reach out to me or anyone on the EVG board, and we will be able to
hook you up with someone who can help you out!
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Yours,

Eric Federkeil, Division Ill VP

BEST MARKETING TOOL - GREG KRONLUND

As members of a Barbershop Harmony Society chapter,
we often complain about diminishing membership, declining
audience, or being the best-kept secret in our community.
We search for blame, without looking within.

| have long believed that our best marketing tool is four-part
harmony. Yet we keep it to ourselves. We stay cloistered in
our rehearsal space, we entertain each other singing tags,
and we rely on one or two members to sell sixty tickets each.

Your best marketing tool is singing in your community. The late Keith Eckhardt
promoted “Random Acts of Harmony.” Sing till they kick you out!

If you're promoting a show, send out your chorus, VLQ, or quartets to public
places, and sing and engage with the public with your event information. If you
have a show poster campaign, find a strip mall, ask the store owner(s) if you
can place a poster in the window, then sing for the owner and customers as a
thank you. Hand out invitations to the show as you leave. At best, you had fun
singing, and you picked up a couple of audience members. If nothing else, you
promoted your chapter to the public.

Sing where the audience and potential new members hang out because they're
not generally in your rehearsal space.

BUD LEABO MEMORIAL FUND - JANIE BEST

The Bud Leabo Memorial Fund operates as an endowment,
with disbursements made from the interest earned. This
model allows the fund to continue its vital work year after
year, but its growth depends entirely on the generosity of its
donors.

Bud Leabo firmly believed in the profound impact of music
education. By contributing to the Bud Leabo Memorial Fund,
you directly enable this vision to flourish.

Your donation, no matter the size, helps:
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e Provide scholarships: Empowering individuals to access top-tier
barbershop education that might otherwise be out of reach.

o Support innovative initiatives: The fund's vision has expanded to
include grants for new ideas and projects that attract singers and fans,
growing membership in the Barbershop Harmony Society.

o Strengthen the barbershop community: By fostering talent and
encouraging education, you contribute to the future of barbershop
harmony in the Evergreen District.

BLMF is grateful for the contributions that have allowed it to support chapter
projects and individual scholarships over the years. Now, more than ever, the
fund seeks to build up its "core" to ensure it can meet increasing demand and
support even more grant requests in the future.

Join us in celebrating Bud Leabo's legacy and investing in the future of
barbershop harmony. Learn more about how you can make a difference.

CONGRATS TO TOP SPIN - JAY KRUMBHOLZ

Congratulations to Top Spin, who will be EVG's quartet
representative to St. Louis this summer!

At the Div. lll contest last month, which also hosted the EVG
international quartet preliminaries, Top Spin was the highest
scoring quartet of the prelims. Normally, they would have
/ been automatically named the EVG representative to
A\l Internationals, even if they didn't reach the target score
O] mandated by the SCJC (an 81 average for this year).
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TOP SPIN

But, it turned out that the following weekend, another EVG quartet was
competing in the international prelims in another district.

So, | had to await the results of that contest, because if this other quartet scored
an 81 average, then they would have been EVG's official representative to
internationals. But, they didn't.

And because they didn't reach the target score, the highest-scoring
preliminaries quartet competing in its home district is named the district rep
(also assuming said quartet scores at least a 76 average).

Jay Krumbholz, DRCJ

ORDER OF APPEARANCE - DIV |




Division I - Chorus Draw

m Chorus | Chapter Evergreen
District

The Squares Southwest British Columbia

Pacific Spirit Voices Greater Vancouver, BC

Northwest Mix Bellevue, WA

Thunderbirds Vancouver, BC
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Vancouver, BC

Greater Vancouver, BC

Bellevue, WA; Frank Thorne-C
Vancouver, BC
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Southwest British Columbia
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Bellevue, WA; Federal Way, WA; Seattle, WA
Greater Vancouver, BC

Frank Thorne-C

Greater Vancouver, BC

Bellevue, WA

QUARTET MONTHLY NEEDS YOU

Monthly.

Quartet Monthly needs your input.
In September 2025, the Evergreen District launched Quartet

We've released 8 issues with the 9th issue being compiled.
Every Chapter in the District has functioning quartets
performing on Chapter shows, community events, and
private function spreading the joy of Barbershop singing.

Quartet Monthly would like to honor and introduce your quartets to the vast
Evergreen District. Quartets from Alaska, British Columbia, and Oregon, from
Eastern Washington, Alberta, Canada, and onward to Idaho and into Montana.

Unfortunately, there has been a reluctance on the part of the quartets to
participate. Please encourage your chapter quartets, registered or not, to be
included in an upcoming issue of Quartet Monthly.




We are seeking a quartet highlight and a picture. We can even help write it.
Your quartets deserve the recognition. If you or a chapter quartet has questions,
contact me. Your encouragement helps.

TICKETS FOR VETS AND FIRST RESPONDERS

Honor those who serve — one discounted ticket at a time.

Our performers take the stage in freedom earned by those who served. It's time
we gave something back. Vet Tix (Veteran Tickets Foundation) and 1st Tix
(Tickets for 1st Responders) make that easy. Together, these certified 501(c)(3)
nonprofits have distributed over 37 million tickets to verified military members,
veterans, law enforcement, firefighters, EMTs, nurses, and 911 dispatchers
across all 50 states.

By donating unsold seats through either platform, our organization connects
these heroes with the healing power of live performance. Recipients pay a
modest discounted price — covering real costs and creating genuine
commitment to attend. It's a win for our mission, our community, and the men
and women who deserve a night out with their families.

Both programs operate with 99% of funds going directly to program services —
independently audited for 16 years — and hold Platinum GuideStar certification.
Joining is simple, free, and impactful.

Let's fill our empty seats with the people who deserve them most.

Learn more and get involved:

Vet Tix — Tickets For Troops

1st Tix — Tickets For 1st Responders

* GIVE SOMETHING TO THOSE WHO GAVE %

Vet Tix & 1st Tix are official 501(c)(3) organizations. Donations may be tax-
deductible. Please consult your tax advisor.
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UPCOMING APPROVED SHOWS/EVENTS

June 19th - Portland, OR - Summer Spectacular

June 27th - Tacoma. WA - Out of Many, One

Sept 19th - Bellevue, WA - Bellevue Youth Festival
Sept 27th - Tualatin Valley, OR - Last Blast of Summer

DISTRICT HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS

Nominations for the Evergreen District Hall of Fame close on May 18. Do you
know someone in the district who has made long-term contributions to EVG?

Send your nominee's name, contributions, and accomplishments to Kendall
Williams,_Chair of the Hall of Fame Committee, to submit your suggestion for
consideration.

JUNE TIMBRE REMINDER

Reminder: the Timbre Quarterly Newsletter is seeking your success stories from
the past six months. Let us publish your chapter activities and successes
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covering March, April, and May 2026. Please send us a picture or two and a
story (300 words or MUCH less).

For questions and ideas, contact Greg_Kronlund.

Send finished articles and pictures by the June 3rd, 2026 deadline for the
publication date of June 10th.

SING CANADA HARMONY REMINDER

NEXT SCOLARSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINE JUNE 1, 2026

Summertime is pretty much here, and the ‘biggie’ barbershop education events
are getting closer too. SING CANADA HARMONY (SCH) accepts applications
for grants and scholarships for such education events, and the next deadline for
applications is June 1, 2026. Go to the SCH website, fill out the application
form, and submit it online.

e Our Website: www.singcanadaharmony.ca

e Our Vision: A Canada that embraces a cappella harmony.

e Our Mission: Sing Canada Harmony raises funds and provides
scholarships to individuals and ensembles for a cappella harmony
education.

Our Purpose: The Sing Canada Harmony Scholarship Fund was created
to assist Canadians by providing financial assistance for educational and
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training opportunities in vocal music performance, vocal music leadership,
vocal music administration, and vocal music composition, arrangement,
adjudication, and staging. The intent is to provide funding for learning
opportunities for Canadian men and women, particularly youth and
children, to gain expertise and experience in the field of singing a cappella
vocal music harmony in quartets and choruses.

+ While on the website, sign up for our newsletter and even make a
donation!

For more info:
o BC chapters: Sean Huston

o Alberta Chapters: Bob Robson
e SCH Board Chairperson: Murray Phillips

BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR FOR 2025

Call for Nominations: 2025 Evergreen Barbershopper of the Year

Do you know a member of the Evergreen District who has demonstrated
exceptional service? We invite you to nominate them for the Barbershopper of
the Year (BOTY) award.

This honor recognizes members in good standing who have made significant
contributions to the Society, specifically through their leadership and impact at
the District level.

e Deadline: Monday, May 18, 2026
e Submit Nominations: Online via the EVG Website

For further details, please contact Janie Best, Board Member-at-Large.

STAY CONNECTED

EVG District App (available in your app store)

Evergreen History and Archives

Harmony College Northwest

Barbershop Harmony Society
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Chapter Leader News

Layout and design: Duncan Gilman
Editor: Greg Kronlund
Articles: EVG Board Members

Chapter Leader News is a publication of the Evergreen District for our local chapter board
members and is available on the 15th of each month.

The communications team distributes Chapter Leader News via email. The district website has
archived issues available. Make sure your chapter leaders keep their Member Center profiles
up to date.
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