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COMING DISTRICT EVENTS  

(Check EVGDistrict.com for details) 

DecemberðChapter/Chorus Shows 

Dec 7: 4:00pm PSTðEVG District Board Mtg 

March 13-14ðDivision IIðSalem, OR 

April 17-18ðDivision IIIðSpokane, WA 

TBDðDivision IðTBD 

June 11-14ðHCNWðTacoma, WA 

October 2-3ðEVG DistrictðBoise, ID 

Ongoing: Monthly District Presidentôs Meetings, 

          4:00pm PSTðfirst Sunday each month 
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REMINISCINGðONE STEP AT A TIME 

We all have Covid stories that reflect the destruction it had on our chapters, choruses, and 
quartets. But thereôs Good News: weôre rebuilding, growing, singing, having fun, reaching 
out to our communities, starting new choruses, and developing creative ideas that have 
shown even more growth potential. 

Over the past two years, under the leadership of Bill Hickman, Sid Brown, and the 
Evergreen BOD, the district has reclaimed and created new members, started new 
chapters, and is a focal point nationally. But hereôs the secret, the board didnôt do that, YOU DID. 

I think the legacy of the past two years is the work the chapters have put forth to re-imagine their purpose, 
vision, and culture. The board worked to be available to the chapters, but itôs the chapters that have done the 
work. 

Itôd be easy to give credit to a single individual, group, or idea, but we canôt. Itôs everyone working together 
and taking that first giant step, which is the hardest.  

Bill Hickman led us to this place, but the chapters picked up the challenge and forged ahead. Sid Brown, 
our incoming President, has the same vision to build the district from the chapters up. 

The Evergreen District has witnessed existing choruses leave their original Society to join BHS, the growth 
of Mixed choruses, re-imagined rehearsals, and start up chapters where previous chapters have 
disintegrated. 

It is with awe, that I offer my ñtipôo the hatò to chapter members, leaders, and visionaries for continued 
success as we move forward one step and a time. 

https://evgdistrict.com/
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DISTRICT DIGEST  -  A Glimpse of the DBOD work over the past 90 days. 

Chapter Development News ï Bob Thomas, Continuing Chapter Development Director 

¶ The good news is that we are seeing areas that would like to start a new or 
revitalize their chapter. Twin Falls, Moscow/Pullman, Tri-Cities, Hood River, 
new Boise mixed chorus, soon to be new mixed chorus in Tacoma and the 
Olympia area is going strong. And of course, the Southern Oregon area. 

¶ Bob recommended that new Officers take a look at  the Leadership Training 
available on the Evergreen Website. New Officers will find training from both 
Evergreen and BHS. 

 

Events ReportðRob MacDonald Incoming District Events Director 

¶ Work has begun on 2026 Division and District Conventions Contest. 

¶ Over the past three months, plans have begun, and some dates have 
been set: 

¶ Division I ï TBA 

¶ Division II ï March 13-14  in Salem ï venue to be announced 

¶ Division III ï April 17- 18  in Spokane, at Spokane Falls Community 

¶ Boise District Convention October 1-4 - Morrison Center. 

 

New Chapter Announced ï  Bob Cox ï Outgoing Past President 

¶ In September Bob Cox announced that during the summer, the Southern Oregon Sound, SAI Chorus in 
Medford Oregon, chose to close their relationship with SAI and have since joined BHS as a female 
chorus sponsored by the Medford Chapter.  Medford now has a male, mixed voices and female chorus 
and are already planning shows together for next year. 

 

Publication deadlines/releases Changes ï Greg Kronlund continuing Communications Director 

¶ In September the Communications team announced a revision of our Newsletter release dates. To avoid 
the congestion created by the quarterly release of the Timbre and the monthly release of Greensheet 
falling on the same day, we plan to revise the publications schedule. The only publications this really 
affects is the Timbre. Weôre taking this step to facilitate the new Quartet Monthly Newsletter, an to ease 
the workload on the communications team. 

Publication Deadline date Release date 

Greensheet 25th of the previous month  1st  of the month 

Chapter Leader News 10th of the month 15th of the month 

Quartet Monthly 15th of the Month 25th of the month (exc. Dec.) 

Timbre 4th  of Mar, Jun, Sept, Dec 10th of the month 

TALL TIMBRE AWARDS 
2025 Tall Timbre Awards presented at District Convention 
in Surrey  

§ Greg Verhappen for his outstanding organizational 
work heading up Harmony Platoon   

§ Ted Chamberlain for assisting the tremendous growth 
and taking on the directorship of ñVoices of The Sound 
Chorusò (formerly Puget Sounders) 
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NEW EVG DISTRICT OFFICERS 

Evergreen District House of Delegates (HOD) elected the 2026 Board of Directors  
at the October Zoom meeting.  

¢I!bY ¸h¦ ǘƻ 
5ŜŜƴŀ ²ƻƭŦŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ  
нлнп-нлнр 9±D 
9ǾŜƴǘǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ 
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2025 Hall of FameðDonny Rose 

Before he came to Barbershop, Donny was already a professional 
musician and music educator.  He has been named Teacher of the Year 
for the Franklin Pierce School district, was a semifinalist for a Grammy in 
Music Education, and has conducted All State bands and choirs 
throughout the United States.  But it was decades ago, during a visit to 
the Tacoma Totemaires, that he found his true home: Barbershop. 

Donny has sung in many fine quartets, including ñShine,ò ñVocal Magic,ò 
ñFast Track,ò ñMadison Park,ò and ñDad Wagon,ò winning the Evergreen 
District Contest three times (at both lead and baritone), and competing at 
the BHS International level a number of times, including a twenty-first 
place finish with ñMadison Park.ò 

He has directed Northwest Vocal Project, Northwest Sound menôs 
choruses, and Van City Harmony.  He has also coached countless 
menôs, womenôs and mixed groups, where his energy and positivity has made him one of the most beloved 
Barbershoppers to have ever graced the Evergreen District of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 

In 2015, Don took a position as the Director of Education for the Barbershop Harmony Society, coordinating 
their weeklong Harmony University at Belmont University in Nashville, and has been worked with Harmony 
Foundation International. 

 

NEWS: Life has been full the past few weeks ð visiting chapters, making personal donor calls, coaching, and 
having an absolute blast with VanCity and the UBC college kids alongside Deke Sharon at a wonderful retreat 
a few weeks back. 

You may have already heard that the BHS and HFI boards have reached a new agreement, which sadly 
included laying off the entire HFI staff. So, as of January 1st, Iôll be looking for my next chapter. Until then, Iôm 
continuing my donor work through the end of the year and doing what Iôve always done: supporting our 
singers, chapters, and communities however I can. 

Just wanted to keep you in the loop. Much love, Don Rose 

Harmony Nanaimo is ending on a sweet high note  
after a successful 2025 

¶ Lots of successes in 2025 

¶ Membership is up in both our mixed chorus and all male chorus 

¶ Successfully brought back our Valentines Champaign 

¶ Had a very successful super fun coaching weekend event 

¶ Attended Contest for the first time since 2019 

¶ Performed 10 full chorus free community Events 

¶ Greatly improved communication between leadership and 
chapter members 

Having fun on the risers -  working very hard to keep our singers 
engaged - bringing in extra coaching to keep the practices fresh 
and interesting - getting back to systems that work with a strong 
music leadership team- more sectionals - new music, better 
communication. 

In my opinion, I believe that biggest challenge to our chapterôs 
success is keeping the weekly practices fresh, engaging and fun. 

Patrick Simpson President 

HARMONY NANAIMOðNanaimo, BC 
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JUAN DE FUCA HARMONY, Sequim, WA 

HONORING OUR VETERANS 

Veterans Day found Juan de Fuca Harmony per-

forming at Port Angeles High School for the an-

nual ceremony. The chorus has been perform-

ing at this event for over 20 years. We sang 

Shenandoah and Battle Hymn.  

Then Grand Olympic Chorus and the Port Ange-

les choir joined us to sing God Bless America for 

the Grand Finale under the Direction of Linda 

Muldowney.  

Juan de Fuca chapter is proud to do this every 

year on November 11th! 

On the evening of September 9th, 2025, a very important announcement was made at 
our Friends and Family concert.  Our barbershop chorus, formerly known as Harmony 
Kings, would now be known as South Sound Harmony. We celebrated while dressed 
in our new concert finery and sang proudly. If there was one word that could describe 
our concerts/sing-outs/gigs, it would be celebration. Our quarterly Friends and Family 
concert is a great way to share what we offer and celebrate with our audience. 

The Friends and Family concert started out after the pandemic to give our chorus more opportunities to per-
form. Our director, Karen Caldwell, came up with the idea to start over and ñdrum up businessò for the chorus. 
We changed focus from competition to singing at community gatherings, such as senior living homes and the 
like. It was finalized that weôd perform at our rehearsal space, and the Friends and Family Concert was born. 
It has evolved over time, with quartets joining us and free raffles. Throughout the years 2 main principles 
have stayed the same: the concert is free and we celebrate. This concert has also been a great tool in wel-
coming guest singers who might be interested in joining us. 

One of our favorite celebrations is our holiday concert, which will be on Tuesday, December 9th this year. We 
wear our holiday finest, or ñugly Christmas sweatersò and encourage our audience to join in and sing along. 
This Christmas will be even more memorable as we continue to embrace our new name and move forward 
with other opportunities to celebrate South 
Sound Harmony. For more information on our 
Friends and Family concerts, go to our web-
site: http://SouthSoundHarmony.com . 

SOUTH SOUND HARMONYðFederal Way, WA 

http://SouthSoundHarmony.com
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Neighbors in HarmonyðMidday Melodymen 

A lotôs changed in the last 6 monthsé Midday Melodymen is now Lodge  #16 of the 
WBQA, a  501(c) 3 nonprofit organization, weôve launched the Music and Memories 
service project and even changed how we spell our name. 

Music and Memories is a 45-minute ñpro-bonoò performance at Memory Care Facilities. 

Midday Melodymen has grown to 15 
active members, and we have room in 
all voice parts for men that love to 
sIng.  We usually have a solid 13 
singers for performances. 

Donations to Midday Melodymen 
support our Music and Memory service 
project and are tax deductible. 

Weôre a non-audition, non-dues, male 
chorus rehearsing in Puyallup twice a 
month from 12noon ï 2pm, with up to 
two daytime performances a month.   
For information call 206-265-9709. 

TO

YOUTH FESTIVAL! 

If the energy and excellence exhibited by the 75 student singers at the Salem Youth A Cappella Festival 2025 
is any indication, the future of four-part harmony is alive and well. 

Hosted by the Oregon SenateAires chorus, the Nov. 8 festival saw middle and high school students from 
Portland to Salem come together to learn a challenging song in barbershop harmony, along with several tags, 
which would then be featured in a late afternoon performance before more than 300 patrons at DaySpring 
Fellowship Church in Keizer, Oregon. 

The performance also featured two award-winning student a cappella groups. Salemôs McKay High School 
ensemble, Scots-Appella, and Tigardôs Westside Christian School ensemble, Soli Deo Gloria, entertained the 
audience with sets of modern, jazz and barbershop harmony. The SenateAires also performed two sets in 
support of the Veterans Day and Holiday show theme. 

SenateAires director Will Fox and members of Evergreen District quartet TIMELESS led the youth harmony 
workshop in teaching the foundations of barbershop harmony and a cappella singing. The students then took 
the stage to perform ñThe Bare Necessities,ò from the popular movie and television adaptation of Rudyard 
Kiplingôs ñThe Jungle Book,ò featuring several key changes and section melody changes. Several audience 
members remarked that the youth festival chorusôs performance of ñBare Necessitiesò was the highlight of the 
show. 

The Salem chapterôs hosting of the youth a cappella festival caps a season of successful outreach efforts by 
other district chapters as well 
(Boise and Bellevue) in 
support of engaging student 
singers in barbershop 
harmony. ñIt was an honor to 
have shared the stage with 
such enthusiastic singers, and 
the students were amazing to 
work with,ò said Bob Cox, 
Salem chapter president. ñThe 
future of our hobby is bright if 
we can keep nurturing 
passion for singing and music 
in our schools.ò 

OREGON SENATEAIRES, Salem, OR 
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Neighbors in HarmonyðThe Barbershop Community 

Without community there is no barbershop. But what do we mean when we use the 
word ñcommunityò? We can start with a group of people who gather together over a 
shared love of singing barbershop. But is that enough? I would boldly suggest that 
the truest sense of community does not happen until we share our love of barbershop 
with the world around us. I know when I first experienced barbershop it changed my 
life, and I have loved being able to offer that same experience to others. 

Whether as a quartet or a chorus, I hope we all look actively for opportunities to share 
our love of barbershop with our community. We have a lot to offer, and we fail ourselves if we do not choose 
to share what we love. That will look different for each group, but we all share the opportunity to welcome the 
community around us into our barbershop community. 

Our chorus, the Cloverdale Chordsmen, is active in bringing our community into the larger community around 
us. We sing for the Fraser Valley Heritage railway. This year we will sing in the Cloverdale Christmas parade. 
We have also built a relationship with several seniorsô homes in Surrey and Langley. In this way we get to 
share our love of barbershop, and we experience joy in bringing joy to others. 

So, what am I saying? I encourage you to actively look for opportunities to share our barbershop community 
with your larger community. I believe that you will experience the greatest sense of your own community 
when you offer it to others. No matter what type of relationship, love grows when it is shared. So look for 
opportunities to share your love of singing, and I guarantee you will see your own community grow. 

Ian Hern 

Editorôs note: Men from the Cloverdale Chordsmen were visible throughout the weekend in Surrey helping in 
the background to keep our District Convention running smoothly.  Thank you goes to the Chordsmen!! 

TO

Voices of the SoundðOlympia, WA 

Bringing Fresh Harmony and Community Spirit to Olympia 

Voices of the Sound, Olympiaôs all-voices barbershop chorus, is emerging as 
a vibrant new presence in the regionôs performing arts landscape. Founded 
in 2025, the ensemble has grown quickly, bringing together singers ages 17 
to 86 who share a commitment to inclusivity, musical joy, and community 
connection. 

The chorus held its inaugural rehearsal on July 14, 2025, and now meets 
every Monday evening at First Baptist Church in downtown Olympia. With 
approximately 27 active members, rehearsals balance musical growth with a 
strong sense of camaraderie. Leaders describe the environment as 
welcoming, encouraging, and rooted in the idea that harmony is both an 
artistic practice and a way of building community. 

This season marks an important step forward for the young ensemble. 
Voices of the Sound will present its first holiday performance on December 
14, 2025, joining Illumini Men's Chorale at Pacific Lutheran Universityôs 
Lagerquist Concert Hall. Members have spent the fall preparing a pair of 
festive selections and are eager to share them with audiences. 

Looking ahead, the chorus plans to offer Singing Valentines in early 2026, 
participate in the Division 2 Barbershop Contest in Salem on March 13ï14, 
and stage its first annual chapter show in May. With a growing repertoire, the ensemble is also beginning to 
explore smaller community performance opportunities and welcomes inquiries from local organizations. 

Beyond performing, the chorus emphasizes lifelong learning, mutual respect, and ñservice through songòð
values that guide both its musical goals and its community outreach. Voices of the Sound continues to post 
updates and announcements on Facebook as it builds toward an exciting and active season. 

With its intergenerational membership, growing performance schedule, and strong mission-driven identity, 
Voices of the Sound is poised to become a meaningful and enduring part of Olympiaôs musical community. 
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COASTAL AIRES CHORUSðOregon Mid-Coast 

The Coastal Aires, Oregon Mid-Coast, has had an 
awesome time this year (so far) with over a dozen 
performances ending our regular season with our 30th 
ñClass reunionò show in September celebrating 30 years 
chartered. Over the thirty plus years, weôve gone from all 
classic Barbershop to programs with a wider variety (in 
the BHS style of course) such as the Beatles Cohen, 
Beach Boys and sea chanties. 

óTis the seasonéWe have managed to squeeze in nine 
performances communing up and our annual food drive 
holiday performance benefiting a local food pantry and a 
local soup kitchen. This year, the local SAI chorus, 
Oregon Coast Chorus, will join us 
in this benefit performance. Our 
chapter quartet, What Four, along 
with the chorus singouts, have just 
a ñfewò more performances tossed 
in for good measure. 

If you are in the Newport are Dec, 
14th, our benefit concert starts at 
2PM and will be help at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 227 NE 12th 
in Newport. 

2025 has been a year of change for Tacoma Vocal Standard. 

Long-time director Sam Booth stepped down for family 
time.  We miss him but completely support his priorities. 

Ken Potter agreed to help us in the interim.  And this fall he 
has accepted the position of our new director.  We are so 
excited for his teaching, excitement, and the future of TVS! 

We enjoyed successful performances at the Puyallup Fair, 
and for the Lakebay Community Church 100th Anniversary, 
both in September. 

In the midst of preparing for our Holiday Show, we had one 
more exciting changeé 

For the first time in our history, we have brought a second 
chorus into our chapter.  Joining TVS is MixCapella, also directed by Ken Potter.  We are excited by this new 
addition, and look forward to singing with them on our Holiday Show! 

Sending love and encouragement to all of Evergreen District, and the Barbershop Harmony Society. 

Your friends,   Tacoma Vocal Standard 

TACOMA VOCAL STANDARDðTacoma, WA 
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REMINDER:  DONôT MISS OUT, UPDATE YOUR INFO 

Annual BHS Member Center Eventé. 

This annual event is designed to keep your officer and members in the loopé. 

§ If you have new Officers update their information in Member center to receive 

Evergreen Newsletters. 

§ If you have new members update their information in Member Center to receive 

Evergreen Newsletters. 

§ If you have moved, change your contact information, email address, phone 

number. Please update your information in Member Center to receive Evergreen 

Newsletters. 

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION IN MEMBER CENTER 

A CAPPELLA  NORTHWESTðBellevue, WA 

Reigniting Musical Passion in the Pacific Northwest 
Many Northwest Sound singers share that organized singing was 
once a part of their lives, but the demands of school, work, and family 
caused them to put that passion on the back burner. They sang 
privately, in the shower or their cars, but reclaiming this passion as 
adults seemed unlikely ï until sing!Sing!SING! provided a way back. 

A Cappella Northwest sing!Sing!SING! program, an institution in its 
sixteenth year, is hosted by the 2025 BHS 
Evergreen District Champions - Northwest 
Sound Menôs chorus (NWS) -  and 
Northwest Mix (NWM) chorus. This free six-
week program serves hundreds, young and 
old, welcoming anyone interested in singing, 
whether they currently sing, used to sing, or 
simply want to improve their healthy vocal 
technique. Our aim is to inspire participants 
to continue learning and singing well after 
our program, either with us or elsewhere. 
Each weekly session explores key elements 
of vocal production and ensemble singing, 
providing a strong foundation for ongoing 
growth in singing. While many current 
members started their barbershop journey 
through sing!Sing!SING!, it is not a 
recruitment tool. Instead, itôs our way to give 
back to the community and hopefully 
motivate dormant singers to find their voice 
once more in a stress-free, supportive, no 
pressure environment. 

ñI wish I had known about sing!Sing!SING! years ago!ò 

ñSinging is better than any drug for my heart and high blood pressure conditions! 

Thanks, sing!Sing!SING! for reigniting my passion for singing.ò 

This year, our program runs every Wednesday evening from October 22nd through December 3rd, 
concluding with two holiday performances on Sunday, December 14th where sing!Sing!SING-ers! will have 
the opportunity to perform songs alongside NWS and NWM. We extend our appreciation to Rachel Pack, 
Scott Fikse, and the NWS music leadership team for their outstanding work as our clinicians, and to our more 
than 50 enthusiastic participants. 

By Aaron Con, VP Membership, Northwest Sound Chorus 


