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REMINDER: HOW TO USE THIS EMAIL
➜ Chapter Leader News is emailed to 282 chapter leaders listed in the BHS
Member Center.

➜ Please forward to others in your chapter.

➜ Make sure your chapter information is up to date in the BHS Member
Center.

What's in this newsletter: (listed in order)

President to President - Bill Hickman, President
Vision Forward - Sid Brown, Incoming President
Hit the Ground Running - Larry Breitbarth, Treasurer
As the Door Opens on 2026 - Bob Cox, Immediate Past President
Annual BHS Compliance - Chris Powell, Secretary
President's Survey - Bob Thomas, Chapter Development
Performance Clearance - Chris Powell, Secretary
Road to District 2026 - Jay Krumbholz, DRCJ
Funvention for Division II
Introducing Division VPs
Bud Leabo and SenateAires Youth Fest - Janie Best, Incoming BMAL
Quick Click Guide - Greg Kronlund, Communications
Keeping Track of District Communications
Reminder: No President's Call in December
Evergreen Editorial Policy
Stay Connected
EVG District app

PRESIDENT TO PRESIDENT - BILL HICKMAN
As the end of the year rapidly approaches, my term as
President is coming to a close. As it does, I look back with
some degree of satisfaction.

My goal was to help you improve your chapters by making
the District relevant again. We were able to do that for many
of you, but there are some whom we could not impact. As I
contemplated why, a thought occurred to me. It is a little like
the holidays.

Everyone loves receiving gifts during the holidays, but true warmth comes from
giving. Seeing honest gratitude in the eyes of the person you just honored with
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a gift strikes deep and makes the effort worthwhile. Perhaps the giving in our
world is volunteering to serve.

As president of your chapter for the past year, I hope you have the same sense
of satisfaction that I have, but let me suggest there is another level where you
could achieve even greater satisfaction.

If you have not done so, please consider volunteering to serve the Evergreen
District. We have great leadership in the 2026 Board, but downstream…? There
are a host of opportunities, and we need good people – folks just like you. As
your presidential term draws to a close, please consider stepping up to the next
level. It will warm your heart.

Happy holidays. -Bill

VISION FORWARD - SID BROWN
The Evergreen District heads into 2026 with a renewed
focus on three core priorities: Continuing Chapter Support,
Youth Outreach, and Senior Singers.

Continuing Chapter Support remains at the heart of the
district’s mission. In 2026, resources will be directed toward
helping chapters enhance their musical excellence, improve
administrative stability, and nurture inclusive, welcoming
environments.

Through leadership development, coaching visits, and expanded educational
tools, the district aims to empower every chapter—large or small—to grow
confidently and consistently.

Equally essential is Youth Outreach, designed to inspire the next generation of
singers. The district plans to strengthen partnerships with schools, educators,
and youth ensembles, offering workshops, festivals, and mentorship
opportunities. By exposing young people to the joy of barbershop harmony in
supportive, high-energy settings, Evergreen hopes to cultivate lifelong singers
and future leaders who will carry the art form forward.

Finally, the district’s Senior Singers initiative honors those who have built the
foundation of the Evergreen community. In 2026, programs will expand to
encourage continued participation among older singers through accessible
events, tailored musical opportunities, and recognition of their contributions.
Whether through senior-focused ensembles or supportive chapter practices, the
district aims to ensure that age is never a barrier to joyful singing.

Together, these priorities position the Evergreen District for a vibrant year of
growth, connection, and harmony—supporting singers of every age and every
stage.

HIT THE GROUND RUNNING - LARRY
BREITBARTH



Treasurer transitions: Does your chapter have a brand-
new Treasurer? As a former chapter Treasurer, I can walk
you through the steps to ensure a smooth transition.

Free money: Supplement your revenues with grants from
nonprofit foundations and tourism bureaus. There are
experienced chapter treasurers that can help – just let me
know and I will connect you.

Tax filings and extensions: As chapter Treasurer, what tax form do I need to
file, and when is it due? If your chapter is behind in its tax filings, we can help
you get current.

Scholarships and Grants: How can our chapter get coaching? The EVG
District provides grants and scholarships, including support through the Bud
Leabo Memorial Fund. I can familiarize you with the opportunities to support
your choruses, quartets, and members.

Chapter Leaders - please reach out to me via email if you need help or have
questions in any of these areas.

Chapter members – please work with your chapter Treasurer first, but feel free
to reach out to me. If I don’t know the answer, I’ll find someone who does!

AS THE DOOR OPENS ON 2026 - BOB COX
Many choruses across the District supported community
events throughout the season, but our gifts of harmony can
also be shared year-round:

Memorial/Veterans/Remembrance Day, Thanksgiving,
Valentine's Day, birthdays, anniversaries, and
Mother's/Father's Day. The Society has a plethora of songs
to fit any occasion, and your chorus will benefit immensely
as you become more visible in your community.

As we open the doors to 2026, and as the new Division 2 VP (Western OR and
WA), I will be connecting with each chapter, asking how the District can better
support and serve you, whether through leadership training, ideas on inter-
chapter activities, chorus/quartet coaching, director development, youth
outreach projects, and membership recruiting -retention & orientation, creating
goals that support a positive and current vision and mission statement, or how
to design a new webpage. My goal is to improve two-way communication at
every leadership level and encourage your active participation. TEAM –
Together Everyone Accomplishes More!

I’ll be reaching out to recruit experienced volunteer leaders as Division
Advisors. They will visit nearby chapters, participate in board meetings (in
person or online), attend special events, and talk with members about their
chorus experience to foster more "Gold Medal" moments.

I'm looking forward to a great 2026 for all Chapters and Choruses in the
Evergreen District.
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ANNUAL BHS COMPLIANCE TASKS - CHRIS
POWELL

Verify your chapter’s incorporation status with your
state or province. Post to the Compliance Filings &
Reports section of the BHS Member Center the date to
which your chapter’s incorporation is good. (March)
Post the Annual Financial Review to your Chapter
Profile in the BHS Member Center (Compliance Filings
and Reports). (May)

Post IRS or CRA required forms to your Chapter Profile in the BHS
Member Center (Compliance Filings and Reports). (May)

The full list of leadership monthly tasks is available on the Evergreen website.

PRESIDENT'S SURVEY 2025-2026 - BOB THOMAS
Chapter Presidents,

Last year, the information that the board received from you
filling out the survey was very helpful.

So once again, we ask that you fill out the survey so we can
see the progress that you have made during the year.

It also might aid the board in figuring out how we can do a better job of helping
chapters.

In particular, if you are willing to share your chapter board minutes throughout
the year, could you have your secretary cc a copy to me. This gives me and the
board a snapshot of what is going on with your chapter.

Thank you all for taking on the top leadership job in your chapter.

The Evergreen Board is here to help. You can reach the survey by looking for
the link at the top of the EVG home page (in green).

Happy holidays!!!

Bob Thomas - 253-250-8553

https://click-1917508.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1917508&mid=161948&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fevgdistrict.com%2Fchapterleaders%2F&cfid=12528&vh=768d31725d8bcd0a1a0c394ab78677f1b9e25856278f86217e924fc7edc6f466
mailto:bthomas@northwestound.org
https://click-1917508.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1917508&mid=161948&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evgdistrict.com%2F&cfid=12528&vh=c38e0c03ba925046d95faef9099c885a9c210df68cf41802d2ee799f5ab483d4


PERFORMANCE CLEARANCE - CHRIS POWELL
Generally speaking, all shows hosted by the chapter require
licensing, independent of admission price (yes, even free
and donation-optional shows). Shows hosted by other
organizations where the chapter is a guest performer and
shows (“sing-outs”) in some commercial settings apart from
the chapter (e.g., retirement homes) are often covered by
licensing that those organizations and facilities purchase.

 In those cases, confirming with organization/venue contacts that they have
appropriate licensing can avoid the need for separate licensing by the
chapter. Licensing steps include:

Notify the District Secretary via online webform
Complete license request: send in either the BMI/SESAC form (US
chapters) with payment or the SOCAN form (Canadian chapters) without
payment to the District Secretary.
If a Canadian chapter, within 30 days following the performance, SOCAN
forms must be completed either online through Entandem or on paper and
mailed per instructions on the form, and payment made.
If a US Chapter, submit the annual ASCAP filing, which reports actual
show revenues and payments (Dec).

A complete description of the show licensing process and all required forms are
available on the Evergreen website.

ROAD TO DISTRICT 2026 - JAY KRUMBHOLZ
For the past several years, the Evergreen District
Convention has been a Festival Event. In October 2025, the
House of Delegates approved a three-division approach
built on the previous qualifying system. This year, your
Division Contest Scores determine your invitation to District.

1. To qualify for District, you must attend a Division Contest. As in the past,
Evergreen groups can petition the DRCJ to compete (for score only) in
another division as an out-of-division competitor. Scores achieved at an
out-of-division contest count as a 'wild card' score. Groups competing out
of division are not eligible to be a division winner.

2. Alternative qualifying: Request permission from DRCJ to submit a video
performance. Obviously, your group should be a hardship case. If you live
fairly close to where a division contest is being held, it’s unlikely you’ll be
given the option to qualify by video.

3. If the DRCJ allows your Chapter to submit a video, your chorus will
post your contest set on your YouTube (or other website easily accessible
by the judges). We’re working on the honor system here, and ask that
your video be unedited with no break between songs.

4. Judging details: judges will submit scores to the DRCJ. As this is an
unofficial score, your group will not be eligible for any division awards or
automatically qualify for the fall district contest (see below). Judges'
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scores for the videos are final, and there is no Contestant Scoring
Analysis (CSA) for the group (that you’d normally receive at a contest).

5. No minimum score necessary. The top two groups of each of the three
divisions automatically qualify for the district contest (6 choruses and 6
quartets). The remaining competitors will consist of 'wild cards’ based on
their score.

6. The Boise District Contest is not a festival event. All competitors will
need to qualify for the contest in Boise either by attending a division
contest in person or via video qualification (see above). The quartet cap
this fall will be 22 quartets: the 6 division automatic qualifiers, one Alaska
quartet offered a bye, and the remaining 15 quartets will be offered an
invitation based on score. (If no Alaska quartet opts to attend, that slot will
go to the next wildcard quartet on the list.) The choruses will be capped at
12.

7. Contest entry for all the divisions will open Jan. 2.

FUNVENTION FOR DIVISION II



Venue: Dayspring Fellowship Church 1755 Lockhaven Dr. NE, Keizer, OR
97303

Times: Friday 7:00 - 9:00 pm and Saturday 10:00 am - noon and 3:30 pm - 5:30
pm

Registration Opens: January 15th - www.senateaires.org

Registration Deadline: February 15th

Lodging: Best Western Premier - Keizer, Or. Special Room rate available until
February 20th, 2026

Pricing to be announced.

Extras: Tag Quartet Contest- All Voice Barbershopper Chorus and Afterglow

Information: Bob Cox - Funvention Chair

503-910-0960

Reminder: Division II extends from the Washington Border with Canada to
Oregon's Southern Border, west of the Cascades, plus Alaska
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BLMF AND SENATEAIRES YOUTH FESTIVAL -
JANIE BEST

A great testimonial from the SenateAires Men's Chorus
Youth in Harmony Festival!

"The 2025 SenateAires Youth in Harmony Festival on
November 8th was an amazing and wonderful experience for
everyone! We had 80+ participants with youth ranging from
middle school to post-High School.



We asked our attendees to fill out a comment form on their experience, and Oh
. . My . . GOSH . . Those comments were life-changing not only for the
participants, but also for our chorus members who heard them at the following
week’s rehearsal.

We hear how the 'power of music' can be transformative. Yes - that’s not only
true, but our chorus members and participants all experienced that.

Our clinicians, director Will Fox, Dean Waters, Timeless Quartet members Mike
McMormic and Chase Cullen did a masterful job.

The SenateAires can’t thank enough the Bud Leabo Memorial Foundation
Board and Evergreen District for their generous financial contribution towards
this activity. The success of this event could not have happened without your
support.”

Is your chorus hosting an innovative project? Bud Leabo Memorial Fund would
love to hear about it!

QUICK CLICK GUIDE - GREG KRONLUND
So, what’s on this Evergreen website anyway???

Let’s look; here’s a quick click guide:

1. Show Clearance is your gateway to free advertising on the
EVG publications.

2. Leadership Training, Information, and Ideas

3. Contact District Leaders

4. Read the most recent Timbre

5. See what is going on with Chapter Leader News

6. What was in the most recent Greensheet Events Newsletter

7. Marketing and Membership Ideas

8. Who’s in the Evergreen Hall of Fame

9. Who has been awarded District Barbershopper of the Year

10. Ideas for Directors
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11. Grant Writing

12. Chapter Monthly Tasks

All this and more is available at the Evergreen District Website.

KEEPING TRACK OF COMMUNICATIONS

We feel it’s important for Chapter Boards and Members to stay informed about the
Evergreen District’s communication channels.

Written Publications

Greensheet

The Greensheet: monthly email newsletter highlighting upcoming Chapter events,
shows, activities, fundraisers, free events, and partnerships with other
organizations. It’s sent out on the 1st of each month. Email your contributions by
the 25th of the preceding month.

The Evergreen Timbre

The Timbre: a quarterly review of events from the past 90 days. Timbre celebrates
chapter successes, district board actions, and highlights successful activities.
You’ll find the Timbre on the EVG Website in March, June, September, and
December. Email submissions by the 25th of the month prior to publication.

Chapter Leader News

Chapter Leader News: a monthly email newsletter designed for peer-to-peer
sharing between the DBOD and chapter leaders. Its purpose is to help with local
chapter challenges, growth plans, and leadership. CLN arrives on the 15th of the
month to Chapter Board members. The deadline is the10th of each month.

Quartet Monthly

Quartet Monthly: a new email newsletter spotlighting three quartets every month
—whether they’re competition, chapter, or hobby. QM welcomes quartets to
introduce themselves. Quartet Monthly lands in your inbox on the 25th of each
month. Quartets, learn more.

*Editor's note: Unsubscribing from one publication will unsubscribe you from all
publications.
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EVERGREEN EDITORIAL POLICY
Show Policy: Chapter show posters and information must have District
clearance to appear in Evergreen publications and social media.

Publications editors reserve the right to edit content for length.

Submissions must meet or beat the deadline of the 10th of the month.

Maximum word count for Chapter Leader News 175 – 225 words.

The Evergreen Communications team may hold over generic content to the next
publishing date.

STAY CONNECTED

www.EVGDistrict.com

history.evgdistrict.com

harmonycollege.net

facebook.com/EVGDistrict
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EVG YOUTUBE

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY

WANT TO KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING -- AND
ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES??

﻿STAY UP TO DATE!

Go to your APP Store
and add "EVG DISTRICT"
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