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October 2-4 in Surrey, BC 

Donôt forget your passports! 

Late Breaking News 

District Convention in Surrey 
Major Change 

Due to an ongoing labor strike at the Sheraton 
Hotel in Surrey, all reservations were canceled 
on 8/18/25.  If you had a reservation with the 
Sheraton, you need to re-book ï 

OUR HOTELS FOR THE CONVENTION ARE: 

¶ Civic by Marriott is OUR headquarters hotel.   

¶ Holiday Inn Express Suites Surrey 

¶ Four Points by Sheraton Surrey 

¶ with additional lodging at SANDMAN SUITES 
Surrey-Guildford 

TRANSPORTATION 
Transportation to/from the Chandos will in-
clude stops at the CIVIC, HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS, FOUR POINTS, and the SANDMAN 
SUITES. 

REGISTRATION  
Convention registration is now available on 
ZEFFY. Early bird registration prices end 9/7. 
 

For more new information, check out the  
Convention page at:  www.evgdistrict.com 

EVG was well represented at HU in Denver this year! 

http://www.harmonycollege.net
http://www.evgdistrict.com
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Timbre Takes a look at the past 90-days of Board work. 

DISTRICT DIGEST  -  Your District Board at Work 

Bill Hickman:  Good News But Action Needed! 

Because of the Pandemic chapterôs throughout the district suffered 
reduced membership.  Since then, every chapter leader I spoke to 
reported the same thing ï guests come but reluctant to become 
members.  They just wanted to sing. As welcomed as they are, these 
ñpermaguestsò created a problem for our insurance which only covers 
their first three visits. 

Because this has affected so many chapters throughout our society BHS 
has asked our insurer to write a separate insurance policy specifically to 
address this issue.  BUT  to determine the premium for the new policy, 
BHS needed data from every chapter.  They need the number of 
guests each chapter had weekly over the past year.  Bill asked that all 
stats be sent to him directly at:  president@evgdistrict.com 

 

Bob Cox: New District Board 
Positions 

Over the past 90 days the board has 
been seeking candidates for 6 new 
positions. The nominations closed on 
August 31st   for 3- Division Vice 
Presidents, 2 Board Members at 
Large, a Director of Events , and a 
Director for Youth Outreach**.** 

Work continues on the HOD approved 
re-alignment of divisions with the 
society and division spring 
conventions. 

HOD Paves the Way for the Return of Spring Convention 
 
Following a period of review and forward-thinking discussion, the House of Delegates (HOD) has taken decisive ac-
tion to revive the Spring Convention tradition. This important step reestablishes an avenue for renewed camaraderie, 
musical excellence, and regional engagement. The move not only honors the legacy of past conventions but also lays 
the groundwork for a more inclusive and vibrant future within our organization.   
The HOD adopted New Divisional Boundaries providing a path to Spring Conventions and Contest.  Each division will 
have a VP as a voting member of the District Board and represent their respective Divisions in event planning and at 
HOD.  
 

Division 1 ï includes all chapters/choruses/singing communities currently west of the Cascade  
Mountain Range to the Alaska boarder of the Canadian Provinces of British Columbia, Yukon and  
Northwest Territories. 
 

Division 2 ï includes all chapters/choruses/singing communities west of the Cascade Mountain  
Range in Washington and Oregon, south of the Canadian Border and north of the Oregon  
Border with California. This Division will also include all chapters/choruses/singing  
communities in Alaska. 
 

Division 3 - include all chapters/choruses/singing communities east of the Cascade  
Mountain Range in British Columbia, Alberta, Northwest Territories, and chapters/choruses/ 
singing communities east of the Cascade Mountain Range in Oregon, Washington and all  
chapters/choruses/singing communities in Idaho and Montana bordered by the Rocky Mountain  
and Land of Lakes Districts of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 
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Convention/Contest FAQ 

Convention Location: Surrey, British Columbia 

Convention Dates: October 2,3,4, 2025 

Contest Venue: Chandos Pattison Auditorium 

Early bird pricing: Ends September 7th. 

Convention Registration: Zeffy.com 

Individual Event Tickets: Available only on-site  

Headquarters: The Civic Hotel by Marriott  

Additional Lodging: Click for Information  
 
Transportation: To/from the Chandos includes The 
CIVIC, HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS, FOUR POINTS, and 
the SANDMAN SUITES. 
 
Quartet Contest Entry Closed: Quartet Cap met. 
 
Harmony Platoon and Woodshedding: October 2-3, 
2025,  Greg Verhappen at 587-209-4119  
or gregsasinger@gmail.com. 
 
Harmony Platoon Venue: The Civic Hotel by Marriott. 
 
Convention Program:  Will be online this year for 
viewing prior, during, and after the weekend. 
 
Contestant Photos and Videos: Order at Silent 
Knight Studio after the contest. Performance video 
USD $25 (for each round). 5 digital stills captured  
during performance USD $25. 
 
FREE Watch Parties: To receive a Watch Party Pass 
(limited of one per chapter) fill out the Request Form. 
 
Streaming: Live-Streaming will align with the Friday 
and Saturday contests. The link is at 
TV.SilentKnightStudio.com 
 
Viewing Costs: 3-day pass USD $30.  Monthly sub-
scription  USD $35.  Annual Subscription  USD 
$70.  (Cancel anytime and still have access until end 
of current subscription 
 
Presidentôs Afterglow: the Civic Hotel by Marriott -

Tickets purchased on site in advance ï Not available 

at the door. 

Program Ads! 
Great way to get your news and contact information 
out!  This year, Ads will be included in our online/virtual 
program and also shown to our live stream viewers.  
Don't miss this opportunity to celebrate your harmony! 
 
Price: $100, all sizes. 
 
Ad Requirements 
    Format:  Artwork in JPG, GIF, PNG 
    Color or B&W accepted 
    Dimensions: Ratio 16:9 like HDTV.   
        (For example: 1920x1080 or 960x540; this  
         gives optimum presentation on live stream.) 
    Deadline for submission: September 22, 2025 
 
Send artwork to Don@Silentknightstudio.com 
 
Two ways to Purchase your ad:  
    Sign into Venmo  
    and pay EVGDistrict     
 
   
OR mail a check to: 
    EVG Treasurer Larry Breitbarth 
    Harbor Place Condominiums 
    2316 N. 31st Street, Unit 402, Tacoma, WA 98403 
 

"Season of Harmony"  This year's theme draws on the splendors 
of the fall season, calling our members to come together across 
the lines and distances which separate us. With incredible 
diversity in our membership throughout the states, provinces, 
regions and chapters, we create rich, colorful harmonies from 
what others might perceive as random or chaotic. And weathered 
walls are not a barrier to separate us, but a musical staff to unite 

us, as we sing the old songs together. 

 

2025 District Photos and Videos  

Contestants may purchase a digital recording of their 
performance and still photos 

¶ Order at SilentKnightStudio.com/EVG after the 
contest 

¶ QT or CH Performance video USD $25 (for each 
round).  5 digital stills captured during performance 
USD $25. 

¶ Complimentary photo-booth backstage during the 
Friday Quartet contest. 

https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/evergreen-district-contest-2
https://evgdistrict.com/conventions/
mailto:gregsasinger@gmail.com
https://silentknightstudio.com/EVG/
https://silentknightstudio.com/EVG/
https://silentknightstudio.com/evg-request-form/
http://tv.silentknightstudio.com/
mailto:Don@Silentknightstudio.com


¢La.w9τ±ƻƭǳƳŜ ттΣ LǎǎǳŜ оτ{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мǎǘΣ нлнр ǇƎ р 

The Quartet Champions of Evergreen District (QCED) are 

thrilled as we look ahead to this fallôs convention in Surrey, 

BC! Conventions are always a highlight of our year. They are 

an opportunity to gather as a district, celebrate our shared 

love of harmony, and of course, crown a new champion quar-

tet. 

This yearôs event carries extra excitement as our reigning 

champions, Daddy Magic!, take the stage to pass along the 

trophy and welcome the newest QCED members into the 

long line of Evergreen champions. Their energy, artistry, and 

commitment to our craft have set the bar high as they contin-

ue to be a shining example for quartets striving for that hon-

or. 

QCED exists to preserve, honor, and celebrate the champion 

quartets of our district, and conventions are where those tra-

ditions come alive. Itôs a time when the past and present stand shoulder to shoulderðwhere established champions 

encourage new ones, and where singers across all generations find inspiration. 

We canôt wait to see who will rise to the top this year, joining our family of champions and carrying forward the spirit of 

excellence that defines Evergreen. Surrey will no doubt be buzzing with ringing chords, friendships rekindled, and the 

excitement of whatôs to come. 

See you in BC, and be sure to bring your voices, your applause, and your love of barbershop harmony.  

 

QCEDðQuartet Champions of Evergreen District 

District Convention, cont. 

2025 Live Stream  

provided by Silent Knight Productions 

 

Live-Streaming dates/times align with the Friday and Saturday contests.   

The actual start times TBA. 

 

Go to:  tv.SilentKnightStudio.com  to purchase passes and subscriptions and watch the livestream and/or previous con-

tent.   

¶ 3-day pass USD $30**.  Monthly subscription  USD $35.  Annual Subscription  USD $70.  (Cancel anytime and still 

have access until end of current subscription) 

 

GROUP WATCH PARTIES:   

EVG will make a limited number of viewing passes available at no cost to non-attending chapters, to host a group 

"watch party."  Details to follow for how to request a viewing pass for your non-attending chapter 

 

**Note: If purchasing or activating a 3-day pass, wait until the day of the first contest or they may expire too 

soon. 

 

If subscribing monthly or annually, the replay of the 2026 contests will be available about one week later. 

http://tv.SilentKnightStudio.com
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Bud Leabo Memorial Fund   -   Call for Donor Support 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2001ðSurrey, British Columbia 

A Poignant Memory in 2001 

On September 29, 2001, in Surrey, British Columbia, the Salem SenateAires (Salem, OR), Gentlemen of Fortune 
(Vancouver, BC), along with two quartets (Counterpoint and Sold Out) sang the wonderful Jay Giallombardo arrange-
ment of the national anthems and Ode to Joy in memory of September 11, 2001. 

Barry Klassen wrote, ñThat was my favorite 
memory of my time in barbershop. That 
was a performance that could never be re-
peated. We had only practiced our parts 
separately and aside from a few cue runs 
that afternoon, we had never sung it in its 
entirety until that amazing moment. We had 
practiced it well before the terrible events of 
911 and it was an even more poignant 
message that had the crowd on its feet 
throughout most of the performance. Music 
indeed has charms. 
(I still have goosebumps watching it.) 
 

https://youtu.be/qXAergIH-3Y?si=Z6V4luA3ksvmWL-B 

 

Over the last three months, 

 Bud Leabo Memorial Fund has initiated: 

A Call for Donor Support -Your Impact 

 

The Bud Leabo Memorial Fund operates as an endowment, with disbursements made from the interest earned. This 

sustainable model allows the fund to continue its vital work year after year, but its growth and reach depend entirely on 

the generosity of its donors. 

Bud Leabo firmly believed in the profound impact of music education and the joy that barbershop harmony brings to all 

aspects of life. His vision was to create more fun and satisfaction through a heightened barbershop experience. By con-

tributing to the Bud Leabo Memorial Fund, you directly enable this vision to flourish. 

Your donation, no matter the size, helps: 

¶ Provide crucial scholarships: Empowering individuals to access top-tier barbershop education that might other-

wise be out of reach. 

¶ Support innovative initiatives: The fund's vision has expanded to include grants for new ideas and projects that 

attract singers and fans, growing the barbershop harmony community and membership in the Barbershop Harmony So-

ciety. 

¶ Strengthen the barbershop community: By fostering talent and encouraging education, you contribute to the vi-

brancy and future of barbershop harmony in the Evergreen District and beyond. 

The Bud Leabo Memorial Fund is grateful for the contributions that have allowed it to support chapter projects and indi-

vidual scholarships over the years. Now, more than ever, the fund seeks to build up its "core" to ensure it can meet in-

creasing demand and support even more grant requests in the future. 

Join us in celebrating Bud Leabo's legacy and investing in the future of barbershop harmony. Visit budleabo.com/
support/ to learn more about how you can make a difference and contribute to this invaluable fund. Your generosity helps 
create harmony, one voice at a time. 
 

https://youtu.be/qXAergIH-3Y?si=Z6V4luA3ksvmWL-B
https://budleabo.com/support/
https://budleabo.com/support/
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Star Harmony Chorus 

ACAPPELLA ROAD 

ACAPPELLA ROAD-EO    
WHOOPS IT UP AT THE CALGARY STAMPEDE 

Howdy pardner! The Calgary Stam-

pede is a well-known summer event 

that has been happening in Calgary, 

Alberta, Canada for over 100 years.  

Each year this western themed out-

door attraction has over a million peo-

ple attend various events around the 

city.  For 10 days in early July of this 

year some 1.4 million folks came out 

to get a sense of the western hoopla 

that goes on. 

The Acappella Road menôs chorus has 

participated in Stampede events quite 

often over the past 40 or so years.  

This year we decided to dust off our 

cowboy repertoire and our western duds to create an Acappella Road-eo entertainment package.  Costumed as right-

off-the-range cowboys of the 1900-vintage, our package consisted of old favorites  like Home On The Range, Rawhide, 

and Happy Trails) combined with some cowboy poetry and humor ï a 20 minute package was scripted and performed 

at 4 different events around the city.  A balanced mini-chorus / VLQ was available for each gig.  Specialty songs includ-

ed: How the Yodel Was Born, The Pork and Beans Songs sung by our own ócookieô and the Reincarnation poem.  

The hope is to expand the number of special performances for conventions hosted in the Calgary area and to expand 

the number of Stampede performances at future Stampedes.  

Star Harmony Chorus has had a very busy summer!  5 members attend-

ed Harmony College Northwest, along with our Director Rich Lapp.  One 

member attended Harmony University.  Our Show, ñSounds of Summerò 

was held during the last week of June.  Several chapter quartets, 3 VLQôs 

performed, with our guest quartet, Artistic License and our brothers in 

harmony, The Boise Chordsmen.   

 We took two weeks off in 

the beginning of July, and 

weôve had 4 guests join us 

on the risers!  Our kickoff to 

contest started with a Cho-

rus BBQ at the home of our 

President.  Members had a 

wonderful opportunity to 

sing, socialize and have a 

great time!  Contest is next, 

but we will also be prepar-

ing for two holiday shows 

on December 13 and quite a few singouts.  Itôs great to be Star Harmony! 
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Barbershop Makes a Difference 

The Rose City Timberliners sing 40 times per 

year for Assisted Living, Memory Care and 

Rehab facilities. Recently, we received a mes-

sage from one of our clients about the effec-

tiveness of our presentation: 

 " We have been having the Rose City Tim-

berliners come to our memory care facility for 

the past 3 years. Every time they come it's a 

special treat and they attract a large crowd. 

Their last visit in July brought one resident to 

tears with their magical voices and now, all he 

talks about is wanting to join their choir!"  

    " Their stage presence and interactions with our residents are 

just wonderful. As meaningful as their music is to us, you can 

tell the Rose City Timberliners feel the same way." 

Needless to say. our Chapter loves to hear that we are making 

a difference with the style and manner of our presentation. 

Sam Boot, President, Rose City Timberliners 

Rose City Timberliners 

Wǳǎǘ {ƛƴƎƛƴΩ IŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
wƻǎŜ /ƛǘȅ ¢ƛƳōŜǊƭƛƴŜǊǎ 

 
²ŜΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ōƻǘƘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ 
²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ bƻǊƳ ǎŜƴǘ ǳǎΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŀǊŜΣ 
5ƻǿƴ wƛǾŜǊ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ IŜŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ tƻǊŎƘΣ 
{ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ Ƙƻǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǊŎƘΦ 

 
²Ŝ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƘƛŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ WǳƴŜ ǘƻ WǳƭȅΣ 
tǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ мл ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƅȅΣ 

²ƛǘƘ нр ƳŜƳƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǎƻƴƎǎΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŎǳŜΣ 
¢ƻ ǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƳƛƭŜǎΣ ǘǊǳŜΗ 

 
9ŀŎƘ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻǊǳǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ 
hŦ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ 
ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƛƴΣ 
!ǘ ŬǊǎǘΣ ǿŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ƛǘ ƻũΣ ōǳǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿŜΩŘ ǿƛƴΦέ 

 
{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ  
²Ŝ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴΦ 
²Ŝ ǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ǿŜ ǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ 

/ƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜΗΗ 

! .ŀǊōŜǊǎƘƻǇ tƻŜƳ 
bƻǊƳ [ŀǿǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ .ŀǊōŜǊǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ŏƻƭπ
ƭŜƎŜΦ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŜ /ƛǘȅ ¢ƛƳōŜǊƭƛƴŜǊǎ 
aŀǊƪŜǝƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻŜǘΗ 
!ǘ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ bƻǊƳ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 

Mark Your Calendars Now!  

June 11 -14, 2026  

Newfangled Four  

HCNW Platoon  

Directors Workshop  

Arrangers Workshops  

Singing & more singing!  
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Oregon SenateAires 

Itôs been a long few years since the Covid-19 pandemic struck ï and it struck hard.  The world will likely never be the 
same ï Barbershop will certainly never be the same.  Deemed ñsuperspreadersò the Barbershop world seemingly came 
to a screeching halt almost overnight.  Our families and loved ones struggled, fought, and struggled some more.  Many 
lost that fight.  Like nearly every other chorus on the planet, the Oregon SenateAires struggled to keep alive.  Pre-
pandemic, it was not unusual to see the risers holding members numbering in the thirties.  Then suddenly, those risers 
sat empty ï folded up in the corner. 
 
With more urgent battles to be fought many 
of us gave up ï for one reason or another.  
Some did not.  Out of nowhere, folks discov-
ered the ability to see each other without 
leaving their home or the security of quaran-
tine.  Overnight, throughout the world, the 
word ZOOM took on a different meaning.  It 
was no longer about speed, but it was about 
breaking the solitude barrier and allowing us 
to connect with our brethren face-to-face.  
The camaraderie that Barbershoppers 
throughout the world had known and held so 
dear for decades was slowly coming alive 
again.  We could talk, see each otherôs smile, 
and connect again. 
 
Determined to survive, members of the SenateAires vowed to not give up.  With the help and guidance of Will Fox, then 
the associate director, weekly meetings began anew using computers and webcams to connect.  Itôs not easy (or practi-
cal, for that matter) to try to sing as a chorus via Zoom, given the varying connection speeds and limitations of the tech-
nology; however, the chorus soon discovered that staying connected kept the group together even if they were physically 
separated.  Members looked forward to meeting each week ï and Will would kept the group moving forward while they 
sang in their own space ï mics were muted, of course.  Ever patient, Will kept the SenateAires focused on the craft.  Itôs 
not easy to learn a new song via Zoom, but somehow, they found a way to make it work. 
 
When gathering restrictions were eased so the group could be together physically, even socially distanced, the Sen-
ateAires began meeting in person.  First came meeting in the upper levels of a parking garage ï outdoors so that they 
could be together and not violate local regulations.  The group quickly discovered just how difficult it is to sing well 
through a mask. The acoustics in a concrete structure, even one without doors or windows, are very live.  Folks were 
coming up just to see where that music was coming from.  Definitely not an ideal rehearsal location.  But they found a 
way to make it work. 
 
At first, the number of guys who felt comfortable enough to get together was small, sometimes just a handful.  Slowly, 
those numbers increased. Rehearsals moved to a covered outdoor play area of a local elementary school.  Definitely not 
ideal, but it kept the singers together.  It kept them moving forward.  A laptop with an Internet connection was brought in 
and Zoom was launched so that the singers who couldnôt be there in person could at least watch, listen, and sing along in 
their own space.  Will Fox kept everyone focused.  He allowed the group to stay together.  There were even a few new 
members who heard about the outdoor rehearsals, and the singers continued to work on the craft.  The SenateAires 
learned some new songs under conditions that were anything but ideal. Summer and autumn times were not bad ï but 
by the time colder weather rolled around singing outside became even more challenging. Still, the group was together. 
They found a way to make it work. 
 
The Holiday season found the chorus performing outside, in the evenings, at local retirement centers. Residents were 
bundled up, wheeled outside, and listened to the festive holiday songs in the Barbershop style. Starved for entertain-
ment, they seemed to really enjoy the music.  Little did they know or realize what a blessing they truly were to the sing-
ers.  The chorus had an audience for the first time in months.  They were able to do that thing that all performers love to 
do, and they ate it up.  Once again, the guys could see they had a purpose. 
 
To be sure, the membership roster had dwindled significantly since the pandemic.  The chapter was down to less than 
half the previous number of voices, struggling to get twenty guys singing at one time.  Still, they persevered.  They trav-
eled from retirement facility to rehab care facility, bringing their music to the most vulnerable, who couldnôt get out into the 
world very easily.  It was certainly less than ideal ï singing outside, socially distanced, sometimes with the background of 
traffic or the occasional railroad train, but it made a difference to the chapter and, hopefully, to the audience.  Never easy, 
but they found a way to make it work. 
 
(cont. on  next page) 
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Oregon SenateAires 

Cont. 
Vaccines were finally developed, restrictions were eased and, 
while still less than ideal, the guys were once again allowed to 
return to indoor rehearsals.  Staying socially distanced, they 
were able to come together and work on the craft side-by-
sideé well, six feet away from each other.  Hearing each oth-
er singing.  Finally, they could actually hear the harmonies that 
have fed barbershoppersô souls for so long.  Now that they 
could actually work together, the chorus attacked some new 
songs.  They learned some new music in the hope they would 
be able to perform to an audience again soon.  It looked like 
they were finally digging out of the quicksand.  Some new fac-
es started showing up at rehearsals, invited guests from some 
of the members, or even a few guys who had seen the chorus 
singing.  They could see the fun being had, and they wanted some, too. 
 
The music team set out to keep the group energized with new songs, and the chapter leadership felt a new energy, keep-
ing the members engaged.  After several decades of musical leadership, the chapterôs award-winning former director had 
decided to retire, and the Board voted unanimously to formalize its relationship going forward with Will Fox as the Sen-
ateAires musical director.  Under his musical leadership, the chorus has focused on refining the barbershop craft.  The 
chapter motto became ñSing with excellence, live like family.ò  Each week, Will pushes the chorus to achieve more.  He 
inspires hard work and even greater craftsmanship. 
 
In 2022, the SenateAires formed a partnership with the local food bank.  They wanted to give back to the community in 
areas that needed it most.  Each time they performed, the chapter was able to share with the food bank some of what 
was earned.  The guys even visited the food bank a few times to sing for their volunteers who were packing food for dis-
tribution.  The joy on their faces and their response was heartwarming. 
 
That same year, the SenateAires came together with the Oregon Spirit Sweet Adelineôs Chorus to present a star-filled 
evening of vocal excellence.  A local high schoolôs amazing new theater was the venue for a packed house once again 
enjoying live music.  The SenateAires menôs chorus took the stage; the Oregon Spirit womenôs chorus took the stage; 
local and chapter quartets took the stage.  And the audience reacted with exuberance that fueled singersô voices and 
filled their souls.  What a privilege it was to host four guys known as Midtown, who went on to win the BHS International 
Quartet Championship in 2023.  All of the singers who had been struggling for years to get back to our craft, came to-
gether to do what they enjoyed most.  They performed.  Hard work, hours and hours of practice, and lots of bumps in the 
road.  But they found a way to make it work. 
 
The following year, the SenateAires found themselves blessed with the newly formed partnership with the Salem Family 
YMCA.  One of the chapter members sat on the Board of Directors for the local YMCA and facilitated the two organiza-
tions coming together to mutual benefit.  The SenateAires helped the YMCA with their functions, youth programs, public 
outreach, and they helped the chapter with a rehearsal space in their new state-of-the-art facility.  The YMCA is located 
just blocks from a local college, and a number of the college students have become interested in seeing what barbershop 
is all about.  A few have become members and more keep coming in as guests from time to time.  In fact, even though 
everyoneôs getting a little older, theyôve seen the average age of the chapter membership drop by more than 5 years 
since 2021. 
 
The SenateAires have overcome many hurdles since facing the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic.  Just like everyone 
else, theyôve struggled to keep going and keep this beloved hobby alive.  The chorus is now focusing on quartet singing 
in the chapter.  Singing in a quartet isnôt just more fun, itôs fundamental to what our society is about.  Singing with only 
four voices forces you to keep a very sharp ear, to make constant adjustments to your surroundings, and to work hard to 
make those chords ring.  The SenateAires have always been a tag-singing chorus, utilizing a segment of each weekly 
rehearsal to learn and sing a tag together. It makes everyone a better singer.  Throughout the last couple of years, in 
each performance, theyôve included some ñpickupò quartets from the chapter.  Not necessarily lifetime commitments to 
three other guys, but rather an opportunity to bring four guys together to sing a song or two in the show.  Quartet singing 
gives our singers the opportunity to better understand the roots of the craft and experience firsthand the joy that those 
glorious overtones can bring.  Sure, they may not ring every chord.  For some, this has been the first opportunity to sing 
in a quartet in front of an audience.  For everyone, though, it has been a true reminder of the roots of our society.   It has 
been an opportunity to get better.  With the leadership of the music team, and especially with the stalwart guidance of 
chapter president Bob Cox, the SenateAires are returning to what theyôve done in the past ï focusing on excellence, fo-
cusing on the craft, and having even more fun than they realized they were missing.  It hasnôt always been easy, but 
theyôve found ways to make it work.  Itôs a joy to lift others up through music, and the SenateAires are proud to be able to 
do just that. 

Don Butler, Chapter Secretary, Oregon SenateAires 
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In MemoriumðMoe Jones 

Oregon Trail Pitchpipers 

It is with great sorrow that we bid our fellow barbershopper goodbye. Nathan Mitts has been 
an icon in the Canby chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society for over 30 years. 
Nathan was 92 when he passed away on July 17,  2025. As one pastor noted in his 
Celebration of Life service: ñIf Nathan sang it, it was right.ò Nathan was a perfectionist in that 
respect and had an unusually good ear for hearing the correct pitch. 

We will certainly miss him. 

Nathan married Marjorie, and they had six children.  His 41 year career was working for Iron 
Fireman (later Boeing of Portland) receiving many awards and accolades working from a 
Machinist up to a Numerical Control Programmer and Manager, retiring in 1994. 

Nathan loved music and was a member of the Oregon Trail Pitchpipers and sang in various 
quartets over the years.  He loved singing with family and leading singing at church.  Other 
hobbies included blowing, building and flying model airplanes, electronics, piloting private 
airplanes, operating ham radio, working on his own cars, trout fishing, bicycling and going 
to Disneyland. 

ð- 

Nathan had good knowledge of Finale and worked with the Music Publications Committee 
of the Barbershop Harmony Society.  He worked with Joe Liles, Tom Gentry, Jim Kahlke, 
Randy Dills, and Rob Hopkins to produce the ñNotating Barbershop Arrangementsò 
manual.  This manual set a standard practice in notating barbershop music so that 
arrangements will have a consistent appearance and so that arrangers, editors, and 
performers alike will have the same understanding of the musical notation and other 
elements in the songôs arrangement.  

Evergreen District lost a legend on June 8, 2025. Moe Jones, lead of the Howe Sounds, 

our 1968 District Quartet Champions, passed on June 8, 2025. Known for his youthful, 

wonderful voice and professional stage manner, he was a fixture in the Vancouver area 

barbershop world for 60 years. As well as District and International experience, the Howe 

Sounds visited Europe on a goodwill trip. Moe was also an integral part of theò Kirby Sing-

ersò. This mixed voice ensemble provided an eclectic variety of music and produced a 

highly regarded LP record. They did a lot of convention work and were proud to open 

shows for such performers as Rolf Harris and Jim Nabors. Following the disbanding of 

the Howe Sounds Moe shared his talent with a myriad of quartets, perennially in the top 5 

at District. Passed away but never forgotten. RIP Champ. 

Barbershop Administrator 

Moe was the consummate Gentleman, friendly and always willing to help. In addition to 

being a superb singer and performer, he was very involved in his Chapter, Division and 

Evergreen District activities, serving on the Chapter Board and as President of the Greater Vancouver (Gentlemen of 

Fortune) Chapter. His Chapter Awards included Barbershop Fellowship (2003, 2008), BOTY (2009), and he was induct-

ed into the GOF Hall of Fame in 2012. Moe was a superbly organized leader, and spearheaded Conventions 

and Contests at the Division, International Prelims and Evergreen District levels. Notably in 2001 in Surrey BC just 3 

weeks after 9/11, and in 2009 in Whistler BC just a few months before the 2010 Winter Olympics. 

 

In MemoriumðNathan Mitts 

https://www.facebook.com/barbershopharmonysociety?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUhmxOv3jImSFIRF5er8rji1xEKPMTHkfV5F5_8drkh45B9TX2i2Fm0JgiDPilul7bsB5hrPSzdEdcBdDWtw4dcxlymXgNlRIt-jFnnpUuYfZjHaptlx_caiUAGpriaIibYxKZrMFfG-m4Wr4wlmXKnGtTQFXHmpyaOGbdLF2L2tCN2IVNWTkXWtgDYlekcYW
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Harmony Kings announce their new name! 

I joined the Harmony Kings Chorus in February 2024, with the 
encouragement of my friend and fellow chorus member, Donna 
Weber. Barbershop was a new way of singing for me, but after a 
few visits, I auditioned, and I was hooked! Like other members, 
whatôs the magic that brings me back? 3 words: Connection, 
Community and Contribution.  

The love of music is an obvious connection with this 
group. The first time I was asked to sing in a quartet I was terri-
fied. With encouragement from our fabulous director, Karen 
Caldwell, and cheering from other members, I did it! Karenôs 
ability to encourage and guide each singer is part of what 
makes us all connect as a group.  

Welcoming visitors, celebrating members, and spending time 
together has built our internal community. The age range of our 
members spans more than 8 decades, from 14 to 95 years 
old. Howie Simmons has been singing with us for over 60 
years! Our focus on sing-outs rather than competition allows us 
to contribute to our community. Lanny Gleason works to fill 
our performance calendar in over 100 venues, including senior 
living homes and singing the National Anthem for the Tacoma 
Rainiers baseball team. Audiences applaud our performances 
and ask for return visits. Singing valentines are also a hit and 
bring so much joy to others.  

Every 3 months we perform our free ñFriends and Familyò show 
for the community, a great way to recruit new members to join 
our group. Our next concert is September 9

th
 and it promises to 

be a magical event for us! It will be our first concert in our new 
costumes and our new name! Weôre proud to announce that we 
will be  
SOUTH SOUND HARMONY. Come join us for the fun! 

By Paula Reed 

 

Mark Your Calendars Now!  

June 11 -14, 2026  

Newfangled Four  

HCNW Platoon  

Directors Workshop  

Arrangers Workshops  

Singing & more singing!  


